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Dear Chairman Powell,

As Mayor of the City of Stamford, Connecticut, T urge you not to support the “a la ¢ rte”
cable system curently being debated in Congress. This legislation fails 10 pretest tl
enmcpreneurs and consumers who lie at the core of a stable economy.

In the present day, individual nerworks generate revenue through licensing fe¢s md
advertising campaigns. 1 support the current “bundling™ system because it enco'grag -9
the growth of developing networks by pinting them alongside cstablished netv/otks  as
to atuct viewers and ultimately to win local, regional, and national advertiseracnts. I
understand that stations such as The Leaming Channel, C-SPAN, and The Disccver
Channe] might not have succeeded had they not benefited from the exposure effard |
them in the “bundling” system. In an age of globalization, we must use televisicm f¢
teach our children about different cultures and waditions,

The “a la carte” system minimizes a developing network’s exposure to the view. oy
public, and, in wrn, marginalizes its appeal to advertisers. We caanot ignore the fac that
advertisers will demand lower rates to compensate for the decrease in vieweys-par-
channel. In trm, cable operators will pass the financial burden to congumers s
individual networks raise their licensing fees to compensare for the loss in advertisii i
reveque. This is not fair to the viewing public.

From 1980 1o 2003, cable television has provided diverse high~quality programsaiag
without government repulation. Iatcrestingly, satellite television chose 1w refrain frv m
implemeating an “a la carte system,” while it had both the capacity and infrasur ctw - to
do so. This proves that “bundling” is the most efficient way to offer diverse
prograraming opportunities,



[ urge you not to support this imprudent and shorrsighted legislati hich iee;
harm the very people we are $o ptivileged to proteet. MRS e

Sincerely, ’
Danne] P. Malloy
Mayor



